Serial No. 09/820,803 
Filing Date: March 30, 2001 

Amendment and Response to Non-Final Office Action 
Amendments to the Claims : 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the application: 
Listing of Claims: 

1 . (Currently Amended) A method, comprising: 

executing computer B¥ ^ e m e Hted - in 5 tr«6tten 'S-- f>erform e d b y one or mor e processing agent 
processors for: 

receiving, by a processing agent, information identifying a network user; 

determining, by the processing agent responsive to receiving the information identifying 
the network user, a credit risk associated with making payments on behalf of the network user; 

setting, [[at]] by the processing agent based at least in part on the determined credit risk , a 
registration status for associated with the network user to one of an open status-op £i) a closed 
status base d at l east in part on th e determined credit risk, wherein the-ep e n s tatu s - i ndk - ate s -th e 
processing ' agent wi H -f^oe e s s -a-paymefi t- request on behalf of the network user to at lea lit one of a 
first set of payees, and wherein ' th e olo s od- s tatu s -indiea tes indicating that the processing agent 
will only process [[a]] payment requests request on behalf of the network user to eniy-a preferred 
payees in cluded in a defined plurality of preferred payees, second set of payees, wherein the 
second set of paye e s is a subset of the first set of payees or fii) an open status i ndicating that the 
processing agent will process payment requests on behalf of the network user to either the 
preferred payees or to other payees not included in the defined plurality of preferr ed payees ; and 

transmitting, from the processing agent when the registration status is s et to the closed 
status, a closed payment screen that screen, wherein the payment scre e n only allows payment to 
any of the defined plurality of preferred payees, and one of th e p a y ees ■ of Ih e - s eeend- se t -e f 
payees w r hen the registration status as s eeia te d-with the n etwork user is s e t to a closed status. 

transmitting, from the processing agent whe n, the reg istration status is set to the open 
status, an open payment screen that allows payment to either any of the defin ed plurality of 
preferred payees or to one of th e other payees. 
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wherein the prior ste ps are performed by one or more server computers associa ted with 
the processing agent. 

2. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1, wherein receiving information identifying 
a network user comprises receiving the information identifying the network user is received from 
a sponsor of the network user. 

3-11, (Previously Canceled) 

12. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1, wherein setting the registrati on status 
comprises setting the registrati on status when the defined plurality of preferred second set of 
payees is determined by an entity other than the network user. 

13. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 12, wherein setting, th e registration status 
comprises setting the registration status when the entity is a sponsor of the network user. 

14. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 12, wherein setting the registration status 
comprises setting the registration status when the entity is the processing agent. 

1 5. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1, wherein setting the registration status 
associated with the network user to one of the open status or the closed status comprises setting 
the registration status based at least in part upon the identity of a sponsor of the network user. 

1 6. (Previously Canceled) 

1 7. (Withdrawn) A method for making a payment on behalf of a network user, comprising: 
receiving, via a network, information identifying a network user and a request to make 

payment on behalf of the identified network user; 
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selecting one of a first mode and a second mode of operation based on the received 
information; 

if the first mode of operation is selected, executing the request to make a payment on 
behalf of the network user to any payee designated in the received request; and 

if the second mode of operation is selected, executing the request to make a payment on 
behalf of the network user only if one of a plurality of payees is designated in the received 
request. 

1 8. (Withdrawn) A method for enrollment in an electronic payment service, comprising: 
receiving a request, via a network, to enroll a network user in an electronic payment 

service, the request including information associated with the network user; 
enrolling the network user based on the received information; 
assigning a first user status to the enrolled network user; 

subsequent to assigning the first user status to the enrolled network user, determining a 
credit risk associated with making payments on behalf of the enrolled network user based on the 
received information; and 

if the credit risk is below a predetermined threshold, changing the first user status to a 
second user status; 

wherein with the first user status assigned, a payment will be made on behalf of the 
enrolled network user to one of a plurality of payees, the plurality of payees being determined by 
other than the enrolled network user; and 

wherein with the second user status assigned, a payment will be made on behalf of the 
enrolled network user to any payee designated by the enrolled network user. 

19. (Withdrawn) The method of claim 18, wherein: 

the network user is enrolled during a real-time communications session; 

the first user status is assigned during the real-time communications session; and 

the credit risk is determined subsequent to the real-time communications session. 



8390857,1 



4 



Serial No. 09/820,803 
Filing Date: March 30, 2001 

Amendment and Response to Non-Final Office Action 

20. (Withdrawn) The method of claim 19, further comprising: 

receiving a request to execute a payment on behalf of the network user during the real- 
time communications session; and 

accepting for execution the received request during the real-time communications 

session. 

21. (Withdrawn) The method of claim 18, wherein: 

enrolling the network user includes verifying the received information; and 

the information associated with the network user is at least one of 1) information 

identifying the network user, and 2) information identifying a financial account associated with 

the network user. 

22. (Withdrawn) The method of claim 18, further comprising: 
executing a plurality of payments on behalf of the enrolled network user; 
storing information associated with each of the executed plurality of payments; 
determining a payment history status based upon the stored information; 

if the determined payment history status is a first payment history status, assigning the 
enrolled network user the first user status; and 

if the determined payment history status is a second payment history status, assigning the 
enrolled network user the second user status. 

23. (Withdrawn) The method of claim 22, wherein: 

executing a payment on behalf of the enrolled network user includes a debit to a financial 
account associated with the enrolled network user, the account maintained with a financial 
institution; and 

the stored information associated with each of executed plurality of payments includes at 
least one of 1) information indicating if the debit associated with each respective payment 
resulted in that debit not being honor by the financial institution, 2) information indicating a 
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number of payments executed on behalf of the enrolled network user, and 3) a date of execution 
of each respective payment. 

24. (Currently Amended) A system, comprising: 

a communications port configured to receive and transmit information via a network; 

a memory configured to store information associated with providing electronic payment 
services; and 

a processor in communication with the communications port and the memory and 
configured to 1) receive, from the communications port, information identifying a network user, 
2) determine, responsive to receiving the information identifying the network user, a credit risk 
associated with making payments by a proce ssing agent on behalf of the network user, 3) set,. 
based at least in part on the determined credit risk, a registration status associated- with for the 
network user to one of an open status or a closed status based at least in part on the determined 
credit risk, wherein-th e -op e n -indfe - ates the processing agent will process a paym e nt r e qu es t - on 
behalf of the network u s er to at least one of a fi i ^ - s e t-ef-paye es;' a nd wherein th e closed s tatus 
ind i cate s indicating that the processing agent will only process [[a]] payment requests requ e st on 
behalf of the network user to preferred payees included in a defined plurality of preferred payees, 
only a s e cond set of payees, wherein the or an open status indicating tha t the processing agent 
will process payment requests on behalf o f the ne twork user to either the preferred payees or to 
other pa yees not included in the defined plurality of payees, second set of paye e s is a subset of 
the first s e t of payees; and 4) direct, when the registration status is set to the closed status, the 
transmission of transmit a closed payment screen that screen, wherein the payment screen only 
allows payment to any of the preferred payee included in the defined plurality of preferred 
payees, and 5) direct, when the registration status is set to the o pen status, an open payment 
scr e en th at allows payment to either any of the defined plurality of preferred payees or to one of 
the other payees, e n e of -tfa e -payees of the second set of payees when th e registration status 
as s ociat e d with th e n e twork user is set to a clos e d- st ate s? 
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25. (Previously Presented) The system of claim 24, wherein the information identifying the 
network user is received from a sponsor of the network user. 

26-34. (Previously Canceled) 

35. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 24, wherein the defined plurality of preferred 
payees second set of payees is determined by an entity other than the network user. 

36. (Previously Presented) The system of claim 35, wherein the entity is a sponsor of the 
network user. 

37. (Previously Presented) The system of claim 35, wherein the entity is the processing 
agent, 

38. (Previously Presented) The system of claim 24, wherein setting the registration status 
associated with the network user to one of the open status or the closed status is based at least in 
part upon the identity of a sponsor of the network user. 

39. (Previously Canceled) 

40. (Withdrawn) A system for making a payment on behalf of a network user, comprising: 
a communication port configured to transmit and receive information via a network; 

a memory configured to store information associated with network users; and 
a processor in communication with the communications port and the memory and 
configured to 1) receive, via the network and from the communications port, information 
identifying a network user, and a request to make payment on behalf of the identified network 
user, and 2) select one of a first mode and a second mode of operation; 
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wherein if the first mode of operation is selected, the processor is further configured to 
direct execution of the request to make payment on behalf of the network user to any payee 
designed in the received request; and 

wherein if the second mode of operation is selected, the processor is further configured to 
direct execution of the request to make payment on behalf of the network user only if one of a 
plurality of payees is designated in the received request. 

41 , (Withdrawn) A system for enrollment in an electronic payment service, comprising: 
a communications port configured to transmit and receive information via a network: 
a memory configured to stored information associated with providing an electronic 

payment service; and 

a processor in communication with the communications port and the memory and 
configured to 1) receive, via the network and from the communications port, a request to enroll a 
network user in an electronic payment service, the request including information associated with 
the network user, 2) enroll the network user based upon the received information, 3) assign a first 
user status to the enrolled network user, 4) subsequent to assigning the first user status to the 
enrolled network user, determine a credit risk associated with making payments on behalf of the 
enrolled network user based on the received information, and 5) if the credit risk is below a 
predetermined threshold, changing the first user status to a second user status; 

wherein with the first user status assigned, a payment will be made on behalf of the 
enrolled network user to one of a plurality of payees, the plurality of payees being determined by 
other than the enrolled network user; and 

wherein with the second user status assigned, a payment will be made on behalf of the 
enrolled network user to any payee designated by the enrolled network user. 

42. (Withdrawn) The system of claim 41, wherein: 

the network user is enrolled during a real-time communications session; 
the first status is assigned during the real-time communications session; and 
the credit risk is determined subsequent to the real-time communications session. 
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43. (Withdrawn) The system of claim 42, wherein: 

the processor is further configured to receive, via the network and from the 
communications port, a request to execute a payment on behalf of the network user during the 
real-time communications session, and accept for execution the received request during the real- 
time communications session. 

44. (Withdrawn) The system of claim 42, wherein: 

the processor is further configured to verify the received information to enroll the 
network user; and 

the information associated with the network user is at least one of 1) information 
identifying the network user, and 2) information identifying a deposit account associated with the 
network user. 

45. (Withdrawn) The system of claim 42, wherein: 

wherein the processor is further configured to 1 ) direct execution of a plurality of 
payments on behalf of the enrolled network user, 2) store information associated with each of the 
executed plurality of payments in the memory, and 3) determine a payment history status based 
upon the stored information; 

wherein if a first payment history status is determined, the processor is further configured 
to assign the first user status to the enrolled network user; and 

wherein if a second payment history status is determined, the processor is further 
configured to assign the second user status to the enrolled network user. 

46. (Withdrawn) The system of claim 45, wherein: 

executing a payment on behalf of the enrolled network user includes a debit to a financial 
account associated with the enrolled network user maintained with a financial institution; and 

the stored information associated with each of the plurality of payments includes at least 
one of 1) information indicating if the debit associated with each respective payment resulted the 
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debit not being honored by the financial institution, and 2) information indicating a number of 
payments executed on behalf of the enrolled network user. 

47. (Previously Canceled) 

48. (Withdrawn) An article of manufacture for making a payment on behalf of a network 
user, comprising: 

a computer readable medium; and 

computer programming stored on the medium; 

wherein the stored computer programming is configured to be readable from the 
computer readable medium by a computer to thereby cause the computer to operate so as to: 
receive, via a network, information identifying a network user and a request to make payment on 
behalf of the identified network user; 

select one of a first and a second mode of operation based upon the received information; 

if the first mode of operation is selected, executing the request to make a payment on 
behalf of the network user to any payee designated in the received request; and 

if the second mode of operation is selected, executing the request to make a payment on 
behalf of the network user only if one of a plurality of payees is designated in the received 
request. 

49. (Withdrawn) An article of manufacture for enrollment in an electronic payment service, 
comprising: 

a computer readable medium; and 

computer programming stored on the medium; 

wherein the stored computer programming is configured to be readable from the 
computer readable medium by a computer to thereby cause the computer to operate so as to: 

receive a request, via a network, to enroll a network user in an electronic payment 
service, the request including information associated with the network user; 

enroll the network user based upon the received information; 
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assign a first user status to the enrolled network user; 

subsequent to assigning the first user status to the enrolled network user, determine a 
credit risk associated with making payments on behalf of the enrolled network user based upon 
the received information; and 

if the credit risk is below a predetermined threshold, change the first user status to a 
second user status; 

wherein with the first user status assigned, a payment will be made on behalf of the 
enrolled network user to one of a plurality of payees, the plurality of predetermined payees being 
determined by other than the enrolled network user; and 

wherein with the second user status assigned, a payment will be made on behalf of the 
enrolled network user to any payee designated by the enrolled network user, 

50-55. (Previously Canceled) 

56. (Currently Amended) A system, comprising: 

means for receiving, at-pree ©ss ktg by a processing agent server computer, agent 
processor, information identifying a network user; 

means for determining, by the processing agent server c om puter responsive to receiving 
the information identifying the network user, a credit risk associated with making payments on 
behalf of the network user; 

means for setting , by the processing agent server computer based at least in part on the 
determined credit risk, a registration status for associated with the network user to one of an op e n 
status or (i) a closed status based at loa s t -i a-paft - on the determin e d credit risk, wherein the open 
status indicates the proc e ssing ag e nt processor will proce s s - a -p a yment r equest on b e half of the 
network user to at least one of a first set of payees, and wherein the closed s tatus indie -a t es 
indicating that the processing agent server computer proce ss or will only process [[a]] payment 
requests revest on behalf of the network user to preferred pa yees incl uded in a defined plurality 
of preferred payees, and only a second-s e t - of - payees ^wh e rein the or an open status indicating 
that the pr ocessing agent server computer will process payment requests on behalf of the network 
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user to either the preferred payees or to other payees not included in the defined plurality of 
preferred payees; s ee^r^~ sel- <?f my ^ s- is-a-s ^ 

means for transmitting, from the processing agent server co mputer when the registration 
status is set to the closed status, proc e ssor, a closed payment screen that screen, wherein the 
payment screen only allows payment to any of the defined plurality of preferred payees, and &m 
of the payees of th e second set of payees when the registration status associated with the network 
user is set to a closed status, 

means for t ransmitting, from the processing agent server computer when the registration 
status is set to the open status, an open payment screen that allows payment to either any of the 
defined p lurality of preferre d payees o r to one of the othe r payees. 

57. (Previously Canceled) 

58. (Previously Canceled) 

59. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 , further comprising: whef e itt- e x e e^tiag 
eemputer^mp le m e nt e d - iristr t ie t i i on s -p o r f o rmod by ono or more processing agent processors 
further comprises executing computer implemented instructions performed by one or more 
processing ag e nt proc e ssors for: 

setting the registration status to the closed status prior to determining the credit risk and 
during a real-time communication session with the network user, 

wherein the registration status is set to the open status outside a real-time communication 
session with the network user, 

60. (Currently Amended) The method of claim [[1]] 62, wherein determining the credit risk 
comprises determining a first credit risk, and further comprising: wh e r e in -e x e eu t iftg - c - offlput ef- 
imp -le m e nted instructions performed by one or more processing ag e nt processors further 
comprises executing computer "implemented instructions performed- b y -en e- or more processing 
agent processors for: 



8390857. 1 



12 



Serial No. 09/820,803 
Filing Date: March 30, 2001 

Amendment and Response to Non-Final Office Action 

determining, subsequent to setting the registration status, a second credit risk associated 
with making payments on behalf of the network user, user; and 

wherein changing the registration status to the other of the open status [[and]] or the 
closed status comprises changing the registratio n status based at least in part on the determined 
second credit risk, 

6 1 . (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 , wherein a payee is included in the defined 
plurality of preferred payees second set of payees as a result of (i) an agreement between the 
payee and [[a]] the processing agent, ag e nt transmitting the payment screen , (ii) an agreement 
between a sponsor associated with the network user and [[a]] the processing agent, agent 
transmitting th e p ayme nt screen, or (ii) an analysis of a history of payments directed to the 
payee. 

62. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1, further c om prising: wh e rein e xecuting 
computer implement e d instructions performed by on e or more processing agent processors 

further compris e s executing-eempHfer implemented instructions p e rform ed by one or more 

processing - a ge n t p roc e ssors for: 

changing the registration status to the other of from the closed status [[to]] or the open 

status. 

63 . (Currently Amended) The method of claim 62, further com prising: wherein e xecuting 
computer i mpl e m e nt e d instructions performed ' by-one ' or more pro cessing ' ag e nt -pr-eee ss e as 
further comprises executing computer- implemented instruction s p e rfo r med by one or more 
processing agent processors for: 

notifying the network user of the change in the registration status. 

64. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 62, wherein the registration status is initially 
set to the closed status, and further comprising: wh e rein execu t ing comput e r Implemented 
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instructions performed by one or more processing agent proc es sors further compri ses e xecuting 
eefflfittteF - implem e nted instructions performed by one or mor e -pfeee s s i ftg ag e nt processors for: 
receiving a request from the network user to upgrade from the closed status to the open 
status, wherein the registration status is changed from the closed status to the open status 
responsive to the received request. 

65. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 62, further comprising: wherein executing 
computer implemented instructions performed by one or more processing agent proc e ssors 
further comprises e& e eHtmg-eemputer ■ implemented instructions perform e d by on e- e ^ me fe 
processing agent ' proc e ssors- for; 

storing payment history associated with the network user, wherein the registration status 
is changed from th e closed status to the open status based on the stored payment history. 

66. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 65, wherein changing the registration status 
from the closed status to the open status based on the stored payment history includes at least one 
of (i) determining a length of time the network user has been registered for payment processing, 
(ii) determining a number of payments directed by the network user, (iii) determining a number 
of payments directed by the network user for which a debit was not honored, or (iv) determining 
a function relating a number of payments directed by the network user for which a debit was not 
honored to a total number of payments directed by the network user. 

67. (Previously Canceled) 

68. (Previously Canceled) 

69. (Previously Presented) The system of claim 24, wherein the processor is further 
configured to: 

set the registration status to the closed status prior to determining the credit risk and 
during a real-time communication session with the network user, 
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wherein the registration status is set to the open status outside a real-time communication 
session with the network user. 

70. (Currently Amended) The system of claim [[24]] 70, wherein determining a credit risk 
comprises determining a first credit risk, and wherein the processor is further configured to: 

determine, subsequent to setting the registration status, a second credit risk associated 
with making payments on behalf of the network user, and 

change the registration status to the other of the open status [[and]] or the closed status 
based at least in part on the determined second credit risk. 

71. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 24, wherein a payee is included in the defined 
plurality of preferred payees second ' set-of - p a y e e s as a result of (i) an agreement between the 
payee and [[a]] the processing agent, agent trans mi t ti ng the ' paym e nt scre e n, (ii) an agreement 
between a sponsor associated with the network user and [[a]] the processing agent, agent 
transmitting the payment scre e n; or (ii) an analysis of a history of payments directed to the 
payee. 

72. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 24, wherein the processor is further 
configured to: 

change the registration status from to the other of the closed status [[to]] or the open 

status. 

73. (Previously Presented) The system of claim 72, wherein the processor is further 
configured to: 

notify the network user of the change in registration status. 

74. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 72, wherein the registration status is initially 
set to the closed status, and wherein the processor is further configured to: 
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receive, via the network and from the communications port, a request from the network 
user to upgrade from the closed status to the open status, wherein the registration status is 
changed from the closed status to the open status responsive to the received request. 

75. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 72, wherein the processor is further 
configured to: 

store payment history associated with the network user in the memory, wherein the 
regi stration status is changed from to the other of the closed status [[to]] or the open status based 
on the stored payment history. 

76. (Currently Amended) The system of claim 75, wherein changing the registration status 
from the closed status to the open s tatu s based on the stored payment history includes at least one 
of (i) determining a length of time the network user has been registered for payment processing, 
(ii) determining a number of payments directed by the network user, (iii) determining a number 
of payments directed by the network user for which a debit was not honored, or (iv) determining 
a function relating a number of payments directed by the network user for which a debit was not 
honored to a total number of payments directed by the network user. 
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